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The 2012 Big South Conference Football Media Guide has been prepared to assist media members in their coverage of 
Big South Football.  We trust many of your questions will be answered in the pages of this guide.  However, should you 
need additional information or assistance, please feel free to contact MARK SIMPSON at 704-341-7990 (offi ce), 704-
574-0023 (cell) or at marks@bigsouth.org.  We appreciate your interest and coverage in Big South Conference Football, 
and look forward to working with you throughout the season.

WEEKLY REPORTS • The Big South Conference public relations offi ce produces a weekly football report featuring up-
dated standings, scores and notes from around the League every Monday.  The report is available by 5:00pm ET each 
week and sent to the media via email distribution, as well as online in PDF format at BigSouthSports.com, under the 
“Weekly Reports” section on the football page.  The Big South also issues a weekly “preview” release on Thursdays, 
detailing information on that week’s upcoming games.

WEEKLY AWARDS • Each Monday during the season, the Big South selects an Offensive, Defensive and Special Teams 
Player of the Week, as well as a Freshman of the Week.  The weekly awards are announced between 12:00-1:00pm on 
Mondays, in addition to being available with the full weekly report.

STATISTICS • Team and individual statistics for all games will be updated each Sunday morning during the season and 
are available to the media online at BigSouthSports.com.

WEEKLY TELECONFERENCE • The Big South Conference offi ce conducts a weekly media teleconference involving 
each head coach Tuesday mornings during the season, beginning at 10:20am ET.  Each coach will speak for 10 minutes 
in the following order: Ron Dickerson, Jr. (GWU), Turner Gill (LU), Sparky Woods (VMI), Chuck Priore (SBU), Jay 
Mills (CSU), Joe Moglia (CCU) and Harold Nichols (PC).  The fi rst call will be held Tuesday, Aug. 28 -- entering Week 
One -- through Tuesday, Nov. 20.  Each call will be recorded and available for playback on the Conference’s website, 
BigSouthSports.com.  To inquire about participation, contact Mark Simpson at 704-341-7990 or marks@bigsouth.org.

MULTIMEDIA • Through a partnership with NeuLion, the Big South Conference maintains a progressive website, which 
contains all the latest information and statistics about the League’s members and its 19 Division I sports.  The website 
can be accessed at www.BigSouthSports.com.  The site also contains a special online Football Media Center, which 
features pertinent links to each school’s main football information.  In addition, the Conference can be followed via 
Facebook and Twitter (see page 3 for more details on the League’s social media outlets).

ELECTRONIC MAIL • The Big South Conference maintains an email database for its media members.  If you would like 
to receive the weekly reports and other information via email, please send your name, email address and your media 
outlet to marks@bigsouth.org.  Statistics will also be available via email upon request.  

CHAMPIONSHIP INFORMATION • The Big South Conference will declare the team with the best Conference won-loss 
record its 2012 champion.  In the event of a tie, co-Champions will be declared.  The Big South champion receives an 
automatic bid to the FCS playoffs, and if necessary, the League will utilize its tie-breaking procedure to determine the 
recipient of its automatic bid qualifi er.  For more information on the tiebreaker procedure, contact Mark Simpson at 
704-341-7990 or marks@bigsouth.org.

ANNUAL AWARDS • At the conclusion of the regular season, select media members will be invited to vote for the 
football All-Conference fi rst and second teams, Offensive Player of the Year, Defensive Player of the Year, Freshman 
of the Year and Coach of the Year.  Also selected at the end of the season will be the All-Academic team and Scholar-
Athlete of the Year, which is voted on by the Big South Sports Information Directors.

SCHOOL-BY-SCHOOL MEDIA INFORMATION • Each school has its own policies and procedures regarding the media.  
Please contact the Conference offi ce or the institution’s Football Contact (see right) if you have any questions regard-
ing media procedures. 

CREDENTIALS • Credentials for regular-season games are the responsibility of the host institution, and such requests 
should be made through the respective Sports Information Director.

PRESS BOX • The press box and the media workrooms at all Big South Conference football stadiums are designed to 
be designated work areas for media and statisticians.  No cheering will be tolerated.  The Big South Conference and 
its member institutions reserve the right to remove anyone from its press facilities.

MARK SIMPSON
Big South Conference
Offi ce: 704-341-7990
Cell: 704-574-0023

marks@bigsouth.org
www.BigSouthSports.com

Fax: 704-341-7991

ZEKE BEAM
Charleston Southern
Offi ce: 843-863-7687
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zbeam@csuniv.edu
www.csusports.com

Press Box: 843-863-7661

MIKE CAWOOD
Coastal Carolina

Offi ce: 843-349-2822
Cell: 843-333-5730

cawood@coastal.edu
www.GoCCUSports.com
Press Box: 843-234-3404,

843-349-6467

MARC RABB
Gardner-Webb

Offi ce: 704-406-4355
Cell: 704-974-3662

mrabb@gardner-webb.edu
www.gwusports.com

Press Box: 704-406-3576

TODD WETMORE
Liberty

Offi ce: 434-582-2292
Cell: 434-841-8974

twetmore@liberty.edu
www.LibertyFlames.com
Press Box: 434-582-4628

SIMON WHITAKER
Presbyterian College
Offi ce: 864-833-8252
Cell: 843-475-1129

swhitaker@presby.edu
www.gobluehose.com

Press Box: 864-938-4040

ADAM GUTES
Stony Brook

Offi ce: 631-632-7125
Cell: 631-374-7538

agutes@notes.cc.sunysb.edu
www.goseawolves.com
Press Box: 631-632-4037

WADE BRANNER
VMI

Offi ce: 540-464-7515
Cell: 540-319-1271

BrannerWH@vmi.edu
www.vmikeydets.com

Press Box: 540-464-7834
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Date  Game Time  Network/Affi liates
Sept. 1 Liberty at Wake Forest 6:30pm ESPN3

Sept. 8 Presbyterian at Georgia Tech 7:00pm ESPN3
 Norfolk State at Liberty 7:00pm Flames Sports Network

Sept. 15 Charleston Southern at Illinois 12:00pm Big Ten Network
 Presbyterian at Vanderbilt 12:30pm CSS
 Liberty at Montana 3:30pm Altitude, Flames Sports Network
 Stony Brook at Syracuse 4:00pm SNY

Sept. 22 Furman at Presbyterian 12:00pm CSS
 Gardner-Webb at Pittsburgh 3:30pm ESPN3
 VMI at Navy 3:30pm CBS Sports Network
 Lehigh at Liberty 7:00pm Flames Sports Network

Sept. 29 Stony Brook at Army 12:00pm CBS Sports Network

Oct. 6 Presbyterian at VMI * 1:30pm ESPN3
 Gardner-Webb at Liberty * 3:30pm Flames Sports Network

Oct. 13 Liberty at Presbyterian * 2:00pm Flames Sports Network
 Stony Brook at Coastal Carolina * TBA ESPN3

Oct. 20 Presbyterian at Charleston Southern * 1:30pm ESPN3
 Concord at Liberty 3:30pm Flames Sports Network

Oct. 27 Stony Brook at Presbyterian * 1:00pm ESPN3
 Liberty at Coastal Carolina * TBA Flames Sports Network

Nov. 3 Coastal Carolina at Gardner-Webb * 1:30pm ESPN3
 Charleston Southern at Liberty * 3:30pm Flames Sports Network

Nov. 10 Gardner-Webb at Charleston Southern * 1:30pm ESPN3
 Stony Brook at Liberty * 3:30pm MASN

Nov. 17 Liberty at VMI * 1:30pm ESPN3
 Charleston Southern at Coastal Carolina * 3:30pm MASN

The Big South Conference will have its largest football TV 
package ever in 2012, as a League-record 26 games will be 
televised this season.  Overall, the Big South will appear 
on television every week of the season for the fi rst time 
in the League’s 11-year football history, and will also have 
a “Game of the Week” carried on ESPN3 during all seven 
weeks of the Conference season for the fi rst time.

The Big South’s Conference TV slate features seven games 
on ESPN3 and an additional two on the Mid-Atlantic 
Sports Network (MASN).  Big South members will also 
appear on the Altitude Sports & Entertainment Network, 
Big Ten Network, CBS Sports Network, Comcast/Charter 
Sports Southeast (CSS) and SNY this fall, while Liberty 
University’s Flames Sports Network will broadcast eight 
games involving the Flames -- including four Conference 
contests.

ESPN3 will air a Big South “Game of the Week” through 
the season fi nale on Nov. 17.  The fi nal two weeks of the 
season will also include television coverage on MASN, as 
the regional sports network will carry the Nov. 10 Stony 
Brook at Liberty game and the Nov. 17 Charleston South-
ern at Coastal Carolina contest.

In addition to the television broadcasts, the Big South 
Conference will again deliver all home football games live 
on its premium content website, the Big South Network 
presented by State Farm.
  
The current TV schedule appears to the left, which is as of 
August 23, 2012.

Date  Game Time  Network/Affi liates
Sept. 1 Liberty at Wake Forest 6:30pm ESPN3

Sept. 8 Presbyterian at Georgia Tech 7:00pm ESPN3
 Norfolk State at Liberty 7:00pm Flames Sports Network

Sept. 15 Charleston Southern at Illinois 12:00pm Big Ten Network
 Presbyterian at Vanderbilt 12:30pm CSS
 Liberty at Montana 3:30pm Altitude, Flames Sports Network
 Stony Brook at Syracuse 4:00pm SNY

Sept. 22 Furman at Presbyterian 12:00pm CSS
 Gardner-Webb at Pittsburgh 3:30pm ESPN3
 VMI at Navy 3:30pm CBS Sports Network
 Lehigh at Liberty 7:00pm Flames Sports Network

Sept. 29 Stony Brook at Army 12:00pm CBS Sports Network

Oct. 6 Presbyterian at VMI * 1:30pm ESPN3
 Gardner-Webb at Liberty * 3:30pm Flames Sports Network

Oct. 13 Liberty at Presbyterian * 2:00pm Flames Sports Network
 Stony Brook at Coastal Carolina * TBA ESPN3

Oct. 20 Presbyterian at Charleston Southern * 1:30pm ESPN3
 Concord at Liberty 3:30pm Flames Sports Network

Oct. 27 Stony Brook at Presbyterian * 1:00pm ESPN3
 Liberty at Coastal Carolina * TBA Flames Sports Network

Nov. 3 Coastal Carolina at Gardner-Webb * 1:30pm ESPN3
 Charleston Southern at Liberty * 3:30pm Flames Sports Network

Nov. 10 Gardner-Webb at Charleston Southern * 1:30pm ESPN3
 Stony Brook at Liberty * 3:30pm MASN

Nov. 17 Liberty at VMI * 1:30pm ESPN3
 Charleston Southern at Coastal Carolina * 3:30pm MASN

BigSouthSports.com is the offi cial Internet home of the Big South Conference.  The 
website boasts updated features and utilizes interactive technology to provide 
fans and media of Big South schools with the latest news and information.  Fans 
and media can also view live game-day statistics, receive E-News updates, and 
subscribe for streaming audio and video coverage on the Big South Network pre-
sented by State Farm.  The Big South Network allows subscribers to view live and 
on-demand audio and video from numerous Big South events, games, highlights, 
press conferences and other exclusive features.  

BigSouthSports.com is on the forefront of social networking, as the site features 
its own Twitter page, YouTube channel, Facebook presence and offi cial blog to 
give Big South followers the most up-to-the-minute goings-on around the Big South 
Conference.

BigSouthSports.com also features a mobile store, allowing fans to subscribe for 
news alerts, delivered via premium SMS messaging.  Downloadable products in-
clude video and audio clips, custom-branded wallpaper and a free application for 
mobile devices.  The site also features an online merchandise store.

Live games on the Big South Network utilizes a three-camera production and in-
cludes user-friendly features, such as a video portal for improved video stream-
ing quality, replay and slow motion capability, as well as improved and enhanced 
graphics.

As part of efforts to enrich the Big South Network for all fans, the video portal 
offers school-specifi c channels, allowing users to get their favorite team video con-
tent in one easy-to-fi nd location.

FOLLOW THE BIG SOUTH CONFERENCE VIA SOCIAL MEDIA...

Twitter: www.twitter.com/bigsouthsports

Facebook: www.facebook.com/bigsouthsports

YouTube: www.youtube.com/bigsouthsports

SHOUT Blog: www.bigsouthshout.blogspot.com 
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 Since its founding in 1983, the Big South Conference has matured into a competitive leader 
in college athletics, actively pursuing excellence on the fi eld of play and in the classroom.  
The League’s growing presence as an NCAA Division I athletic conference is evident by ath-
letic accomplishments on the national stage, innovative marketing and media partnerships, 
increased television packages, and quality athletic competition while intentionally fostering 
the academic, personal, social, athletic and leadership development of each student-athlete.  
This has evolved into the Conference’s mission of “Developing Leaders Through Athletics.”  
The 2012-13 academic year features the Big South’s largest membership (12) and sponsored 
sports (19) in its 29 years of existence.

The Big South Conference was 
formed on August 21, 1983, when 
Charleston Southern (then Baptist 
College) Athletic Director HOWARD 
BAGWELL and Augusta President 
GEORGE CHRISTENBERRY began re-
cruiting members into the Big South, 
receiving initial commitments from 
Augusta, Charleston Southern, Camp-
bell, Coastal Carolina and Winthrop.  
One month later, DR. EDWARD M. 
SINGLETON was selected as the 
League’s fi rst Commissioner and con-

tinued to solicit new members.  His efforts led to the additions of Armstrong State, Radford 
and UNC Asheville, giving the Big South more than the required six members to constitute an 
offi cial conference.  The Big South’s fi rst year of competition was in the Fall of 1984, and in 
September 1986, the Big South Conference was granted full-fl edged NCAA Division I status. 

 During its infancy and prior to securing automatic bids to 
NCAA Championships, the Big South made early strides in earning 
at-large berths in several national postseason events, including vol-
leyball, women’s basketball and women’s golf.  In 1989, GEORGE 
F. “BUDDY” SASSER replaced the retiring Dr. Singleton as Com-
missioner, and in 1990, the League received its fi rst automatic bid 

-- receiving an automatic qualifi er to 
the NCAA Baseball Championship.  Un-
der Sasser’s seven years of leadership, 
the Conference implemented its public relations and compliance 
programs, and introduced its fi rst-ever men’s basketball television 
package, featuring the Big South competing among some of the 
fi nest teams in the nation.

     In August 1996, KYLE B. KALLANDER replaced Sasser as the 
League’s third Commissioner, and in his 16 years at the helm of 
the Big South, Kallander has been instrumental in aggressively 
promoting the Conference to new heights.  The Conference has 
enjoyed record levels in marketing revenue during his tenure, he 
has brought television coverage to Big South women’s basketball, 
baseball, softball and men’s soccer for the fi rst time in Conference 

history, as well as increased national television exposure to the League as a whole through 
aggressive and unique television packages.  

     Under Kallander’s leadership, the Big South developed and initiated its fi rst long-range 
strategic plan, re-affi rming the League’s vision as a distinctive athletic Conference commit-
ted to the quality of institutional life through athletic competition.  He also spearheaded the 
efforts to add football as a championship sport, which came to fruition in 2002, and oversaw 
the additions of men’s and women’s indoor track & fi eld in 1997.  
The Conference’s 19th championship sport -- women’s lacrosse, 
begins play this season with eight members.  At the same time, 
Kallander has solidifi ed Conference membership, as an all-time 
high 12 member institutions comprise the 29-year old League.  
Recent additions include High Point, Gardner-Webb, Presbyterian 
College and Longwood, plus the return of charter member Camp-
bell University.  Kallander’s long range vision has also included 
technological advancements, as the Conference introduced its 
fi rst live video streaming event in 2005 and has since expanded 
its video offerings to more than 700 events annually through a 
partnership with the member institutions, as well as the creation 
of several online and social media platforms.

 In the last 15 years alone, the Big South Conference has expe-
rienced monumental growth and success in nearly every sport.  During this time, the Confer-
ence has had an individual National Champion six times, has had more than 280 All-Americans, 
has reached the “Sweet 16” in men’s soccer, women’s basketball and baseball, has received 
national Top 25 rankings in football, men’s soccer, men’s basketball, women’s basketball, 
baseball, men’s outdoor track & fi eld, and men’s golf, has had an individual selected to play 
in the NCAA Singles Championship seven times in addition to the fi rst men’s tennis doubles at-
large selection, had the fi rst women’s golf program advance to the national fi nals, had the No. 
1 ranked men’s golfer in the country, had the nation’s top scoring men’s basketball team fi ve 
consecutive years as well as the national men’s basketball scoring leader twice, received an 
at-large playoff berth in the Football Championship Subdivision in 2006, has had six NFL Draft 
picks, and has had two institutions fi nish in the top 10 in the NCAA Men’s Golf Championships 
-- including the Conference’s highest-ever team fi nish in an NCAA event (fi fth in 2007).

 In 2006-07, the Big South was the only Conference 
nationwide to have an at-large participant in the football 
playoffs (Coastal Carolina), a team in the Second Round of 
the NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament (Winthrop) and a 
No. 1 seed in the NCAA Baseball Regionals (Coastal Caro-
lina).  In fact, Coastal Carolina’s baseball program has been 

a No. 1 seed four out 
of the last eight years 
-- including a national 
seed for the fi rst 
time in 2010, while 
the Chanticleers’ FCS 
playoff berth in 2006 
came in just the fi fth-
year of the Big South’s 
football existence.  

     The 2009-10 sea-
son saw Liberty’s SAM 
CHELANGA win two 
NCAA National Cham-
pionships (cross country, 10,000-meter run); Coastal 
Carolina’s baseball team reach the Super Regionals for 

the second time in three years as well as being ranked No. 1 in the national RPI and as high 
as No. 3 in the national polls; and three women’s bas-
ketball teams reach the postseason for the fi rst time 
in Conference history.  In 2010-11, Chelanga won two 
more NCAA National Championships (cross country, 
outdoor 5,000-meter run), the Big South had its fi rst 
automatic bid recipient in football (Coastal Carolina), 
UNC Asheville reached the Second Round of the NCAA 
Men’s Basketball Tournament, Coastal Carolina’s 
women’s golf team was the fi rst in Conference history 
to advance to the NCAA Championship out of Regional 
play, and a League-record 18 baseball players were 
drafted in the 2011 MLB First-Year Player Draft.  

 This past season, the Big South had a record 41 
student-athletes earn All-America distinction, while 
another 10 were named Academic All-Americans.  The 
Conference also won its fi rst football playoff game 
(Stony Brook), had the national women’s basketball 
Rookie Coach of the Year (High Point), had two men’s 
soccer teams reach the NCAA Tournament for the fi rst 
time in a decade (Coastal Carolina, Liberty), and had 
a record fi ve individuals selected for the NCAA Men’s 
Golf Regionals -- the most of any Division I conference in 2011-12.  In addition, Liberty was the 
fi rst men’s golf team in Conference history to win an NCAA Regional, and the Flames went on 
to fi nish 10th at the national event.

     Several former Big South student-athletes have 
also reached national prominence in recent years.  
Coastal Carolina’s AMBER CAMPBELL made the 
U.S. Olympic Team in 2008 and 2012, and was one 
of fi ve former Big South athletes to compete in the 
2008 Games; High Point’s TAMAS KOVACS qualifi ed 
for the 2012 London Games; VMI’s REGGIE WILLIAMS 
reached the NBA with the Golden State Warriors in 
2010, UNC Asheville’s TY WIGGINTON was named an 
American League All-Star in 2010, and Coastal Caro-
lina’s DUSTIN JOHNSON has won six PGA Tour events 
since departing the Big South Conference in 2007.  
Four former Big South baseball players made their 
major league debuts in 2012, while AVERY WARLEY
became the third Big South women’s basketball play-
er to play in the WNBA.

 The Conference’s tagline, “Developing Leaders Through Athletics” was unveiled in 2008-
09 in conjunction with the Conference’s 25th Anniversary.  The League also honored its 
heritage with the Top 25 “Best of the Best” moments in League history from 1983-2008, 
with Liberty University’s 10-year women’s basketball championship run from 1996-2007 being 
crowned the No. 1 moment in the Big South’s 
fi rst 25 years.  The Conference’s on-fi eld ac-
complishments have been duplicated in the 
classroom.  Annually, more than 40 percent of 
Conference student-athletes are named to the 
Big South’s Presidential Honor Roll for maintain-
ing a cumulative 3.0 grade-point average, and 
the League has had more than 100 Academic 
All-Americans in its 28 years of existence.  Fur-
thermore, the Big South has recorded double 
fi gure totals in NCAA Public Recognition Awards 
for APR progress the last three years.

THIS IS THE BIG SOUTH CONFERENCETHIS IS THE BIG SOUTH CONFERENCE

44



Institutions listed in grey do not play football ... Gardner-Webb University joined the Big South Conference full-time on July 1, 2008 ... Presbyterian College became a 
full-fl edged NCAA Division I member on August 2, 2012 ... Stony Brook University, which joined the Big South as an associate football member in 2008, will conclude its 
affi liation following the 2012 season ... Charter member Campbell University re-joined the Big South Conference in 2011-12 ... Longwood University joined the League in 
2012-13, pushing the full membership to an all-time high 12 members ... The Big South Conference offi ce is headquartered on the south side of Charlotte, N.C.  Originally 
located in Myrtle Beach, S.C., the offi ce moved to Winthrop University in 1996 on an interim basis until the Charlotte location was ready in late 1997.

Stony Brook University
Stony Brook, N.Y.

Liberty University
Lynchburg, Va.

Big South Conference Offi ce
Charlotte, N.C.

Winthrop UniversityWinthrop University
Rock Hill, S.C.

Coastal Carolina University
Conway, S.C.

Charleston Southern University
Charleston, S.C.

Virginia Military Institute
Lexington, Va.

Radford UniversityRadford University
Radford, Va.

UNC Asheville
Asheville, N.C.

Gardner-Webb University
Boiling Springs, N.C.

Presbyterian College
Clinton, S.C.

High Point UniversityHigh Point University
High Point, N.C.

Campbell UniversityCampbell University
Buies Creek, N.C.

Longwood UniversityLongwood University
Farmville, Va.
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 CHARLESTON SOUTHERN  113 227 410 156 817 439

 COASTAL CAROLINA 113  267 295 197 738 348

 GARDNER-WEBB 227 267  253 73 756 279

 LIBERTY 410 295 253  313 474 50

 PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 156 197 73 313  817 350

 STONY BROOK 817 738 756 474 817  476

 VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE 439 348 279 50 350 476

  113 227 410 156 817 439  113 227 410 156 817 439

 113  267 295 197 738 348 113  267 295 197 738 348

 227 267  253 73 756 279 227 267  253 73 756 279
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 156 197 73 313  817 350 156 197 73 313  817 350

 817 738 756 474 817  476 817 738 756 474 817  476 817 738 756 474 817  476

Approximate Mileage Between Football-Playing
Institutions
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 The Big South Conference took a big step in its 
young history in the Fall of 2002 when, for the fi rst 
time in its 19-year history, the League crowned a 
football champion.  

 Football had always been a long range goal of the 
Conference.  In the early 1990s, football seemed on 
the horizon in the Big South, as Charleston Southern 
fi elded its fi rst team in 1991 and the Conference 
added Liberty as a new member, which was already 
playing on the gridiron.  However, football never got 
off the ground in the early part of the decade as other 
issues came to the forefront, including the Big South’s 
emergence as a basketball conference.  The League 
was awarded its fi rst automatic bid to the NCAA men’s 
basketball championship in 1992 and football was put 
on the back burner while basketball began to fl ourish.

 The idea was revived in 1997 when Elon joined the 
Big South.  That gave the Conference three full-time 
members with football programs -- half the number 
needed to be recognized as a Conference by the 
NCAA.  Two years later on Nov. 10, 1999, Coastal 
Carolina University announced it would add football 
by the Fall of 2003.  The wheels were set in motion to 
establish a Conference home for the League’s football-
playing members.

 After attempts to form a joint football conference 
with the Atlantic Sun Conference failed, the Big South 
began recruiting more members to join its fl edgling 
football league.  On May 23, 2001, the dream became 
a reality when the Big South’s Council of Chief Execu-
tive Offi cers voted unanimously to add football as the 
Conference’s 18th championship sport.  It became the 
fi rst sport added since 1997 when men’s and women’s 
indoor track were incorporated as championship 
sports.

 Shortly after the approval of football, the Big 
South’s recruiting efforts paid off, as the addition 
of Gardner-Webb University as an associate football 
member was announced on June 20, 2001.  There 
were hopes that with the addition of the Runnin’ Bull-
dogs, a four-team League could begin play later that 
Fall, with Coastal Carolina coming into the fold in the 
2003 season.  However, scheduling confl icts could not 
be worked out, so the Fall of 2002 was designated as 
the kick-off to Big South Football.  The Big South con-
tinued to look for additional members, with a goal of 
eventually having seven or eight playing members.  On 
Dec. 10,  2001, one of the oldest programs in the state 
of Virginia -- Virginia Military Institute, announced 
it would join the Big South in all sports in 2003 and 
maintain the Conference’s football membership at fi ve 
following Elon’s departure.

 In 2006, the League moved one step closer to etch-
ing its status as a viable football Conference.  First, 
Coastal Carolina Athletic Director Warren Koegel was 
appointed to the FCS Football Selection Committee, 
the Big South’s fi rst-ever representative on a national 
football committee.  On April 6, the Big South added 
Presbyterian College as its sixth football member.  
Presbyterian, now in its fi rst full-fl edged year of 
Division I, offi cially joined the Big South in all sports 
in 2008.  On May 26, 2006, the Big South announced 
that associate football member Gardner-Webb would 
join the Conference as full members on July 1, 2008, 
solidifying the Big South’s football make-up for years 
to come.  

 With membership coming together, the Big South 
received a huge boost at the conclusion of the 2006 
campaign.  League champion Coastal Carolina became 
the fi rst football member to advance to the postsea-

son when the Chanticleers received an at-large berth 
in the NCAA Division I Football Championship.  The Big 
South took another step closer to becoming eligible 
for an automatic berth when on March 20, 2007, the 
Conference announced the addition of Stony Brook 
University as an associate football member beginning 
in 2008.  All the efforts came to fruition in the spring 
of 2008 when the NCAA announced the expansion of 
the FCS Playoffs from 16 to 20 teams beginning in 2010 
and granting the Big South an automatic bid starting 
that year.  

 The growth of Big South football has been excep-
tional since its inception just a decade ago.  The Big 
South experienced its most successful campaign in 
2006 with Coastal Carolina’s FCS playoff berth; two 
teams (Coastal Carolina and Charleston Southern) 
were ranked in the national Top 25 in the same week 
for the fi rst time; four appearances on the ESPN family 
of networks; and the fi rst-ever NFL Draft pick and 
fi rst fi nalist for the Walter Payton Award in Coastal 
Carolina’s Tyler Thigpen.  

 In 2007, Liberty won the fi rst of its four consecutive 
Big South football championships in record-breaking 
fashion just two years after fi nishing 1-10 overall; 
Coastal’s Jerome Simpson (second round) and Gardner-
Webb’s Brian Johnston (seventh round) were selected 
in the NFL Draft, and the League’s fi ve football 
members combined to average a Big South-record 
7,488 fans per game.  The Big South produced another 
nationally-ranked program in 2008 in Liberty, as well 
as its fourth NFL draft pick in three years -- Liberty’s 
Rashad Jennings (seventh round).

 The 2010 season saw the Big South make noise 
around the country early in the season with two wins 
over FBS opponents on the same day, when Gardner-
Webb won in overtime at Akron and Liberty defeated 
Ball State on the road on Sept. 11.  Individually, 
Liberty’s Mike Brown led the nation in total offense 
while Stony Brook was the only FCS team to have two 
1,000-yard rushers in Miguel Maysonet and Brock Jack-
olski.  Coastal Carolina emerged from a three-way tie 
for fi rst-place with the Big South’s fi rst-ever automatic 
bid to the FCS Playoffs.  The Chanticleers also became 
the fi rst Conference member to host a football playoff 
game as Coastal faced Western Illinois in the fi rst 
round at Brooks Stadium.

 November 2011 was a special month for the Big 
South.  The Conference had two players (Josh Norman 
and Justin Bethel) named offi cial candidates for the 
Buchanan Award for the fi rst time; two Big South 
teams (Liberty and Stony Brook) were nationally-
ranked in the same week for just the second time in 
League history; and Conference champion Stony Brook 
rallied from 18 points to defeat Albany for a fi rst round 
victory in the FCS playoffs -- the Big South’s fi rst post-
season football win.  Individually, the Big South had 
two football student-athletes (Pat Kelly and Marcus 
Lott) receive CoSIDA Academic All-America honors for 
the fi rst time, and Norman and Bethel were selected 
in the NFL Draft.

 The start of the 2012 season features the Big 
South’s largest television package to date -- including 
a TV appearance every week of the season.

 With its seismic growth and playoff-caliber 
programs, the Big South is poised to continue its 
ascension as a national competitor in FCS football with 
the annual goal of advancing in the postseason and 
capturing the ultimate prize -- a national champion-
ship.

 BIG SOUTH FOOTBALL ...
BY THE NUMBERS

2 - Wins over FBS opponents, both coming in 2010.

3 - FCS Playoff appearances (1-3 record)

4 - Teams in 2002 (Charleston Southern,
            Elon, Gardner-Webb, Liberty).

4 - Players from Coastal Carolina’s 2006 Big South 
           Championship squad and playoff team to play 
           in the NFL.

5 - Times a Big South member has faced No. 1
            ranked FCS team (1-4 record).

 

6 - NFL Draft picks (all since 2007).

7 - Current football membership in 2012.

8 - Times a ranked Big South team has played a
            ranked FCS opponent (2-6 record).

10 - Record for most wins in a season (Coastal 
               Carolina in 2004 and Liberty in 2008).

   

13 - Combined total of national fi nalists for 
                Walter Payton Award (4), Buck Buchanan
                Award (3) and Eddie Robinson Award (6).

13 - NCAA Statistical Champions, including 9 in 
               the past four seasons.

 

33 - Most Conference wins since 2002 (Liberty). 

46 - Overall pick number of Coastal Carolina 
                 WR Jerome Simpson in 2008 NFL Draft 
                 (2nd round).

132 - All-Americans since 2002. 

483 - Big South and FCS single-game record
                      for most combined rushing yards by two 
                      teammates (Stony Brook’s Edwin Gowins 
                      and Conte Cuttino, which was accom-
                      plished in back-to-back weeks in 2008).

 

19,111 -   Largest crowd for a Conference
                                game in League history (Liberty
                                vs. Coastal Carolina, Oct. 15, 2011 
                                at Williams Stadium).

19,314 - Largest overall crowd in Big South 
                                history (Liberty vs. Savannah
                                State, Oct. 2, 2010 at Williams
                                Stadium).

1,929,346 - Total attendance since 
                                              2002.
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May 23, 2001 – The Big South Conference announces that it 
will add football as its 18th championship sport, beginning 
with the 2002 season.

June 20, 2001 – Gardner-Webb University is added as an as-
sociate football member.

Dec. 10, 2001 – Virginia Military Institute announces its plans 
to join the Big South Conference in all sports, beginning in 
2003.

August 31, 2002 – The Big 
South offi cially kicks off its 
fi rst football season with 
four members: Charleston 
Southern, Elon, Gardner-
Webb and Liberty.  Gard-
ner-Webb becomes the 
fi rst squad to win a game 
in the Big South, defeating 
Morgan State 28-24 in the 
season opener.

Oct. 5, 2002 – Gardner-
Webb and Liberty meet in 
the inaugural Conference 
game in Lynchburg, Va., with the Runnin’ Bulldogs defeating 
the Flames, 31-21.

Nov. 9, 2002 – Gardner-Webb wins the inaugural Big South 
football championship.

May 2003 – The Big South signs its fi rst TV agreement to tele-
vise Big South football on an annual basis.

July 1, 2003 – Virginia Military Institute offi cially joins the Big 
South.  Elon University departs for the Southern Conference.

Sept. 19, 2004 – Former Gardner-Webb standout Jim Max-
well makes his NFL debut with the New York Giants against 
the Washington Redskins, becoming the fi rst Big South foot-
ball player to play in the NFL.

Sept. 25, 2004 – Gardner-Webb defeats No. 25 Western 
Carolina in overtime, the Big South’s fi rst-ever win over a 
ranked opponent.

Nov. 20, 2004 – Coastal Carolina defeats Charleston South-
ern, 52-28, to claim its fi rst Big South football championship 
in just its second year of existence.  The Chants fi nished the 
season with a 10-1 record and 4-0 mark in the Conference.

Dec. 20, 2004 – Coastal Carolina is ranked in the Top 25 in 
the fi nal national polls.  The Chanticleers fi nish No. 24 in both 
The Sports Network and ESPN/USA Today coaches polls, and 
25th by Weekly Football Gazette.

Sept. 10, 2005 – Coastal Carolina upsets No. 1-ranked James 
Madison, 31-27.  The Chanticleers, the fi rst Conference mem-
ber to play the current No. 1 team in the nation, are the 
second Big South football team to defeat a ranked team.

Oct. 30, 2005 – Former Liberty 
RB Sam Gado becomes the sec-
ond Big South player to play in 
the NFL when he debuts with 
Green Bay.  Gado later was 
named the NFL’s Rookie of the 
Month for November.

Oct. 31, 2005 – Coastal Caro-
lina cracks the Top 10 in three 
national polls, the Big South’s 
fi rst-ever appearance in the top 
10.  Coastal is ranked 8th (ESPN/
USA Today), 9th (The Sports 

Network) and 10th (Weekly Football Gazette).

April 6, 2006 - Presbyterian College announces its plan to 
transition to Division I and join the Big South as a transitional 
member in 2008 and as full-fl edged members in 2012-13.

Sept. 23, 2006 – For the fi rst time in Big South football his-
tory, a Big South member appears on the ESPN family of 
networks when Gardner-Webb’s home game vs. Appalachian 
State is broadcast tape-delayed on ESPNU.  The League will 
have two more broadcasts on ESPN properties during the 
2006 regular-season (Liberty on ESPN360 and VMI on ESPN 
Classic).

Nov. 6, 2006 – For the fi rst time in its fi ve-year football his-
tory, the Big South has two programs ranked in The Sports 
Network national Top 25 poll in the same week.  Coastal 
Carolina is No. 16 and Charleston Southern is No. 24 in the 
country in what is considered the offi cial national poll of FCS.

Nov. 19, 2006 – League cham-
pion Coastal Carolina becomes 
the fi rst Big South member to 
receive a berth in the NCAA 
Division I Football Champion-
ship when the Chanticleers are 
selected to the 16-team fi eld as 
an at-large participant.  Coastal 
would fall to eventual national 
champion Appalachian State 
in the fi rst round, 45-28, in a 
nationally-televised game on 
ESPNU.

March 20, 2007 – The Big South 
adds Stony Brook University as an associate football member, 
effective in 2008.  

April 29, 2007 – Coastal Carolina QB Tyler Thigpen becomes 
the fi rst player in Big South football history to be selected in 
the NFL Draft when he is selected by the Minnesota Vikings in 
the seventh round with the 217th overall pick.

April 25, 2008 – The NCAA Board approves the funding for 
the expansion of the FCS Championship to 20 teams begin-
ning in 2010, assuring every Automatic Qualifi er eligible 
conference, including the Big South, will have access to the 
Championship.

April 26-27, 2008 – The Big South has two players selected in 
the NFL Draft, a League fi rst.  Coastal Carolina wide receiver 
Jerome Simpson is selected by the Cincinnati Bengals in the 
second round with the 46th overall pick, while Gardner-Webb 
defensive end Brian Johnston is selected by the Kansas City 
Chiefs in the seventh round with the 210th overall pick.

August 30, 2008 – A record seven former Big South football 
players are on NFL opening day rosters in some capacity: 
Gardner-Webb’s Brian Johnston (Chiefs), Charleston South-
ern’s Maurice Price (Chiefs), Liberty’s Vince Redd (Patriots 
practice squad), Coastal Carolina’s Jerome Simpson (Ben-
gals), Coastal Carolina’s Quinton Teal (Panthers), Coastal 
Carolina’s Tyler Thigpen (Chiefs) and Coastal Carolina’s Mike 
Tolbert (Chargers).

Sept. 8, 2008 – Liberty’s football team is ranked No. 25 in 
The Sports Network poll, the school’s fi rst national ranking 
since 1998, when the Flames were ranked tied for No. 24 in 
the preseason ESPN/USA Today Division I-AA poll.  The rank-
ing marks the fi fth-straight season the Big South has had a 
nationally-ranked football team.

Sept. 17, 2008 – Former Coastal Carolina football player Ty-
ler Thigpen is named the Kansas City Chiefs starting quarter-
back for the Sept. 21 road game at the Atlanta Falcons.  It is 
Thigpen’s fi rst career NFL start.

Nov. 6, 2008 – The Big South places six football student-ath-
letes on the CoSIDA Academic All-District III Team, the most 
All-District honorees in League history.  Liberty leads the way 
with four honorees:  Dan Pope, Ryan Greiser, Colin Dugan 
and Kevin Richard.  Coastal Carolina’s Derrick Frasier and 
VMI’s Jacob Rochester are also named to the team.  All six 
student-athletes move onto the Academic All-America ballot.

Nov. 8, 2008 – Stony Brook’s 
rushing duo of Edwin Gowins 
and Conte Cuttino set an NCAA 
FCS single-game record for 
most rushing yards gained by 

two players from the 
same team.  Gowins 
and Cuttino combine 
for 483 rushing yards 
at Iona, and duplicate 
the output the follow-
ing week vs. VMI.  The 
previous record was 
473, established by 
Eastern Washington 
in 1999.  Gowins and 
Cuttino are also the 
fi rst set of teammates 
in Big South history 
to rush for more than 

200 yards in the same game in consecutive weeks, and are 
the fi rst pair of teammates in League history to rush for 1,000 
yards in the same season.

Nov. 22, 2008 – Charleston Southern’s 24-0 blanking of 
Coastal Carolina in the season fi nale ends the Chanticleers’ 
Big South-record 67-game scoring streak.  The Chants had 
scored a point in every game in its history prior to being shut-
out by the Buccaneers.

Jan. 24, 2009 – Liberty University running back Rashad Jen-
nings becomes the fi rst player in the Big South’s football his-
tory to play in the annual Senior Bowl.  The contest is college 
football’s premier pre-draft event, annually featuring the na-
tion’s best senior collegiate football stars and top NFL draft 
prospects on teams coached by NFL coaching staffs.  Jen-
nings is a member of the winning South team, and leads the 
squad with 41 rushing yards.

April 26, 2009 – For the third 
consecutive year, the Big South 
has a player selected in the NFL 
Draft when Liberty’s Rashad 
Jennings is drafted in the sev-
enth round (250th overall) by 
the Jacksonville Jaguars.

August 26, 2009 – Six of the 
seven Big South football teams 
receive votes in The Sports 
Network Preseason Top 25 poll, 
a Conference record for most 
teams receiving Top 25 votes in 
the same poll at any time during the season.  With a record 
160 ballots cast, Liberty (330), Coastal Carolina (52), Charles-
ton Southern (12), Stony Brook (10), Presbyterian (2) and 
Gardner-Webb (1) each received at least one Top 25 vote, 
and Liberty fi nished just outside the Top 25 at No. 27.  Lib-
erty was No. 26 in the FCS Coaches Preseason Top 25 poll.

Nov. 24, 2009 – Liberty senior football player Chris Rocco is 
named to the CoSIDA Academic All-America First-Team, the 
Big South’s fi rst football Academic All-American since 2006.

Aug. 2, 2010 – The Big South Conference announces its larg-
est football television package to date, as a League-record 
eight Conference football games will be televised during the 
2010 season.  Three games will air on SportSouth, three on 
ESPN3.com and two on MASN.

Sept. 2, 2010 – In the college football season opener, Pres-
byterian College’s 68-yard misdirection touchdown pass at 
Wake Forest is honored as the No. 1 “Top Play” of the day on 
ESPN’s “SportsCenter.”  It is the fi rst time in school history 
that the Blue Hose were shown on the nightly segment.
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Sept. 11, 2010 – The Big South Conference records the fi rst-
ever football wins over FBS opponents in Conference history 
when Gardner-
Webb and 
Liberty defeat 
MAC schools 
on the road.  
Gardner-Webb 
is the fi rst to 
accomplish the 
feat with its 38-
37 in overtime 
at Akron, while 
Liberty wins 27-
23 later that night at Ball State. 

Sept. 21, 2010 – Charleston Southern football player Jordan 
Lancaster is named to the 22-member Allstate AFCA Good 
Works Team -- college football’s preeminent community ser-
vice award representing all football classifi cations, becoming 
the fi rst Big South student-athlete to be recognized with this 
achievement.

Nov. 20-21, 2010 – Coastal Carolina is awarded the Big 
South’s fi rst-ever automatic bid to the FCS Playoffs by virtue 
of the Conference’s tiebreaking procedure.  The Chanticleers 
tied for fi rst-place with Liberty and Stony Brook at 5-1 -- the 
fi rst three-way tie in the League’s nine-year football history.  
Coastal Carolina is awarded a fi rst round home game against 
Western Illinois, becoming the fi rst Big South football pro-
gram to host a postseason contest.

July 11, 2011 – For the fi rst time in Big South football his-
tory, two student-athletes are among the 20 preseason 
candidates for the annual Walter Payton Award in the same 
season.  Liberty teammates Mike Brown and Chris Summers 
are named to the initial Watch List for the award entering 
the 2011 season.

July 25, 2011 – Charleston Southern defensive back Chris 
Kuzdale is among the 132 football student-athletes nation-
wide to be nominated for the annual Allstate AFCA Good 
Works Team®.  Kuzdale is the third Big South player in four 
seasons to be nominated.

Oct. 4, 2011 – Presbyteri-
an College defensive back 
Justin Bethel is added as 
a candidate for the Buck 
Buchanan Award, the top 
defensive honor in FCS.  He 
is the fi fth player in League 
history to be named to the 
list.

Nov. 7, 2011 – Coastal 
Carolina football coach Da-
vid Bennett is selected to 
coach in the second annual 
FCS Senior Scout Bowl, 
which will be held Dec. 17 
at Doug Shaw Memorial Stadium in Myrtle Beach, S.C.  Ben-
nett is named head coach of the South squad, becoming the 
fi rst Big South coach to be selected as a coach for a postsea-
son All-Star game.

Nov. 15, 2011 – Coastal Carolina defensive back Josh Norman 
is named as one of 20 fi nalists for the Buck Buchanan Award, 
the top defensive award in FCS.  Norman joins PC’s Justin 
Bethel as a fi nalist, marking the fi rst time in Big South history 
the Conference has two players named as offi cial candidates 
for the Buchanan Award.

Nov. 21, 2011 – For just the sec-
ond time in Big South history, 
the Conference has two football 
teams nationally-ranked in the 
same week, as League cham-
pion Stony Brook is ranked No. 
22/24 in the major polls, while 
Liberty is ranked No. 23/24.  
Coupled with Coastal Carolina’s 
national ranking from Oct. 3-10, 
it marks the fi rst time the Big 
South has ever had three mem-
bers nationally-ranked in the 
same season.

Nov. 26, 2011 – Big South associate football member Stony 
Brook rallies from 18 points down to defeat Albany, 31-28, 
in the fi rst round of the FCS Playoffs, becoming the fi rst Big 
South team to win a playoff game.

Dec. 8, 2011 – The Big South has two football student-
athletes named CoSIDA Academic All-America in the same 
season for the fi rst time.  Liberty’s Pat Kelly is voted to the 
First-Team, while Coastal Carolina’s Marcus Lott is a Second-
Team honoree.

Jan. 12, 2012 – Coastal 
Carolina’s Josh Norman 
and Presbyterian College’s 
Justin Bethel accept invi-
tations to play in the 87th 
East/West Shrine Game, 
which will be played Jan. 
21 in St. Petersburg, Fla.  
Norman would later accept 
an invitation to play in the 
Senior Bowl.

April 28, 2012 – For the 
second time in Big South 
history, two football play-
ers are selected in the annual NFL Draft.  Coastal Carolina’s 
Josh Norman is selected by the Carolina Panthers in the fi fth 
round (143rd overall), while Presbyterian College’s Justin 
Bethel is chosen by the Arizona Cardinals in the sixth round 
(177th overall).

June 25, 2012 – Liberty Director of Athletics Jeff Barber is 
named the Under Armour Southeast Region AD of the Year 
by the National Associate of Collegiate Directors of Athletics 
(NACDA).  In addition, Jim Fiore of associate football member 
Stony Brook is named Northeast Region AD of the Year.

KEY DATES IN BIG SOUTH FOOTBALL HISTORYKEY DATES IN BIG SOUTH FOOTBALL HISTORY

88



    Kyle B. Kallander is in his 17th year as Big South 
Conference Commissioner in 2012-13, a tenure that 
has seen year-to-year growth in marketing and tele-
vision, an enhanced Internet presence as well as un-
paralleled success on the fi eld and in the classroom.
    Kallander’s development of a long-term strategic 
plan, which allows the Big South to position itself as 
unique amongst its peers, brought football to the 
Big South as the 18th Conference sport in 2002 as 
well as women’s lacrosse this season.  He has so-
lidifi ed membership to an all-time high 12 institu-
tions with the recent additions of High Point, VMI, 
Presbyterian College, Gardner-Webb and Longwood 
-- as well as the return of charter member Camp-
bell University last year.  Kallander’s vision includes 
increases in the League’s television exposure for 
several sports through strong partnerships with re-
gional and national outlets, and the spearheading of 
video streaming of Big South games and events on 

the League’s website, which began in 2005-06 and now features more than 700 events 
annually.  This aggressive commitment to digital technology will include HD content in 
the near future.
 Kallander has presided over some of the most pivotal events in the League’s entire 
history both athletically and academically.  During his tenure, the Big South:

  • Has reached the NCAA “Sweet 16” in men’s soccer, women’s basketball and baseball; 
  • Has had six individual National Champions; 
  • Had its fi rst All-Americans in men’s and women’s cross country; 
  • Had an individual reach the round of 32 in the NCAA Men’s Singles Championship; 
  • Has started football and reached the FCS playoffs in fi ve years and eventually gaining 
an automatic bid to the football postseason; 
  • Had its fi rst-ever national fi nalist for NCAA Woman of the Year;
  • Had members defeat the No. 1-ranked football and baseball team in the nation;
  • Had its fi rst-ever NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament fi rst round win;
  • Had its fi rst-ever berth in the NCAA Baseball Super Regionals;
  • Has placed two teams in the NCAA Baseball Regionals fi ve times; 
  • Has had a baseball team earn a No. 1 seed and host an NCAA Regional and Super 
Regional;
  • Had its highest-ever team fi nish in an NCAA event (Coastal Carolina men’s golf, fi fth 
in 2007); 
  • Has had women’s basketball, men’s soccer, softball and baseball televised for the 
fi rst time; 
  • Has had a softball team reach the Regional Championship game twice; 
  • Had its fi rst women’s golf team advance to the NCAA Championship;
  • Has had two top 10 fi nishes in the NCAA Men’s Golf Championship;
  • Had a League-record 41 All-Americans in 2011-12;
  • Had its fi rst FCS Playoff victory in 2011

 The Conference has produced more All-Americans since Kallander took offi ce, while 
increasing its share of Academic All-Americans and All-District selections.  More than 40 
percent of the League’s student-athletes have achieved at least a 3.0 grade point aver-
age the last eight years -- including three-straight years over 45 percent -- while several 
student-athletes have been recipients of various Postgraduate Scholarships during his 
timeframe.  Kallander has also successfully integrated the Conference’s profi le with the 
member institutions’ general student body, notably through the development of the Big 
South Academic Consortium, which sponsors the annual Academic College Bowl among 
League members and the Big South Undergraduate Research Symposium.  Furthermore, 
the Big South began offering one male and one female graduating student-athlete a 
Graduate Fellowship for postgraduate studies in 2006.
 Named the Big South’s third commissioner on June 24, 1996, Kallander formed the 
Big South Marketing Group (BSMG) upon his arrival, a partnership with member institu-
tions that enables the Conference to develop an integrated marketing strategy and offer 
comprehensive corporate partnership packages.  More recently, the Big South Business 

Group (BSBG) was cre-
ated, involving the Chief 
Financial Offi cers from 
each member institu-
tion.  The BSBG explores 
ways that members can 
benefi t through working 
together and with Confer-
ence corporate partners.  
Kallander has overseen a 
revision of the League’s 
governance structure and 
has been instrumental in 
securing record sponsor-
ship revenues in the past 

decade, and has been innovative in developing and executing a public relations plan 
for the Big South, which has resulted in increased exposure, both on a regional and 
national level.  On the fi eld, the Conference has added four Championship sports under 
Kallander -- men’s and women’s indoor track & fi eld, football and women’s lacrosse. 
 Nationally, Kallander has been heavily involved in several organizations and commit-
tees.  He served four years on the NCAA Division I Baseball Committee and was elected 
Chair for the 2011-12 season.  He also previously served on the NCAA/USOC Task Force, 
which examined the decline of Olympic sports programs at the nation’s college and 
universities, chaired the NCAA Olympic Sports Liaison Committee, and served on the 
NCAA Committee on Women’s Athletics.  
 As a testament to his leadership, Kallander continues to secure aggressive television 
packages through relationships with MASN, SportSouth and ESPN/ESPNU/ESPN3, as well 
as partnerships with FSN and Fox College Sports.  Furthermore, the Big South Television 
Network (BSTN) was created by Kallander in 2001 to serve as a syndicate of Conference 
events to a regional group of TV stations and cable networks.  The partnerships have 
brought the Big South new and enhanced television exposure for its member institu-
tions and student-athletes.  The Conference’s online broadband channel, the Big South 
Network, has elevated the League’s exposure by serving a world-wide audience.
 Kallander came to the Big South after serving as Southwest Conference Commis-
sioner during the 1995-96 season.  Under his guidance, the Southwest generated more 
than $22 million in revenue, an all-time record.  Kallander was also directly responsible 
for negotiating and implementing television agreements with CBS, Raycom and Prime 
Sports Southwest for the 1995-96 football and basketball seasons.  He successfully ad-
ministered the league’s postseason basketball tournaments, which attracted its largest 
attendance since 1990, and also served as Tournament Director for the 1996 NCAA 
Men’s Basketball Midwest Region First and Second Round Games in Dallas.
 Kallander began his collegiate athletics career at his alma mater, the University of 
Washington, in 1985, where he served as Director of Advertising & Promotions, as well 
as the Director of Compliance before joining the Southwest Conference in 1992 as As-
sistant Commissioner.  
 Kallander received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Physical Education in 1980, and a 
Master of Science Degree in Kinesiology in 1982, from Washington.  He is married to the 
former Lisa Dallosto and has two children, Stefan, 22, and Tristan, 19.

THE KALLANDER FILE
Hometown: Mercer Island, Wash.

Education: B.A. in Physical Education, University of Washington, 1980
 M.S. in Kinesiology, University of Washington, 1982

Previous Commissioner, Southwest Conference
Employment: 1995-96

Date of Hire: June 24, 1996

Big South Conference Milestones:
• Formation of Big South Marketing Group and the Big South Business Group, resulting in 
record revenue for the Conference.

• Addition of new members: High Point, VMI, Presbyterian College, Gardner-Webb, Long-
wood, plus football-only member Stony Brook and return of charter member Campbell.

• Aggressive television packages, which include coverage by ESPN, ESPN3, ESPNU, FSN, 
MASN and SportSouth, which have grown from year-to-year and now include football, 
men’s and women’s basketball, baseball, and softball.

• Progressive approach to Internet presence, including the addition of live video stream-
ing of Big South games and events on broadband Big South Network channel, which totals 
more than 700 annually.  Also positioning Big South Network for future HD technology and 
content.

• Formation of the Big South Television Network (BSTN), a regionalized network of televi-
sion stations and cable systems.

• Initiation on Strategic Planning process, allowing the League to position itself for future 
successes.

• Addition of four new Championship sports: men’s and women’s indoor track & fi eld in 
1997, football in 2002 and women’s lacrosse in 2013.

• Creation and induction of the League’s fi rst Hall of Fame class in 2003.

• Enhancement of League championships.

• Creation of Big South Academic Consortium of Big South Chief Academic Offi cers and 
Faculty Athletics Representatives to develop shared academic programs and resources 
among member institutions.

• Creation of the Big South Sportsmanship program and Graduate Fellowship program.
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BIG SOUTH CONFERENCE HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

2003 CLASS (inaugural)
Howard Bagwell .............................Charleston Southern Director of Athletics (1965-00)
 Big South Conference co-Founder
Wendell Carr .................................Campbell Director of Athletics (1974-92)
Dr. George A. Christenberry ..............Augusta State President (1970-86)
 Big South Conference Co-Founder/President (1983-86)
Tony Dunkin ..................................Coastal Carolina men’s basketball player (1989-93)
Ilona Fekete ..................................UNC Asheville volleyball player (1990-92)
Michelle Hall .................................Coastal Carolina softball player (1990-93)
Stephanie Howard ..........................Radford women’s basketball player (1986-89)
Lisa Kemme ..................................Winthrop softball player (1988-91)
George F. “Buddy” Sasser .................Coastal Carolina Director of Athletics (1986-89, 1996-99)
 Big South Conference Commissioner (1989-96)
Dr. Edward M. “Dick” Singleton ..........Coastal Carolina Chancellor (1963-83)
 Big South Conference Commissioner (1983-89)
Dante Washington...........................Radford men’s soccer player (1988-92)

2004 CLASS
Holly Bottar ..................................Coastal Carolina women’s basketball player (1988-91)
Luis Lopez ....................................Coastal Carolina baseball player (1991-94)
Joe Spinks ....................................Campbell men’s basketball player (1990-94)
John Vrooman ...............................Coastal Carolina baseball coach (1975-77, 1987-95)

2005 CLASS
Doug Day ......................................Radford men’s basketball player (1989-93)
Sara Graziano ................................Coastal Carolina softball player (1993-94)
Michelle Minton ..............................Coastal Carolina softball player (1990-94)
Jim Settle .....................................Charleston Southern cross country and track coach (1965-92)
Shannan Wilkey ..............................Radford women’s basketball player (1990-94)

2006 CLASS
Tammy Brown ...............................Campbell women’s basketball player (1987-91)
Charlene Curtis ..............................Radford women’s basketball coach (1984-90)
Bryan Link ....................................Winthrop baseball player (1992-95)
Hans Olsen ...................................Charleston Southern men’s tennis player/coach (1989-92, 1997-01)
Chuck Taylor .................................Radford Director of Athletics (1974-96)

2007 CLASS
Dr. Donald Dedmon .........................Radford President (1972-94)
 Big South Conference President (1986-92)
Robert Dowdell ..............................Coastal Carolina men’s basketball player (1987-91)
Sherry Johnson ..............................Coastal Carolina softball player (1992-95)
Horace Turbeville ...........................Winthrop baseball coach (1978-91)
Ryan Werner .................................Liberty men’s track & fi eld athlete (1992-96)

2008 CLASS
Peter Aluma ..................................Liberty men’s basketball player (1993-97)
Jeff Greene ..................................Winthrop men’s track & fi eld/cross country (1993-95)
Tomas Malik ..................................Coastal Carolina men’s tennis player (1994-97)
Janet Wooten ................................Campbell women’s golf (1991-94)
Jill Young......................................UNC Asheville women’s soccer player (1993-96)

2010 CLASS
Dr. Ron Bradley ..............................Radford men’s basketball coach (1991-02)
Catherine Conder ...........................Coastal Carolina women’s cross country runner (1994-97)
Jim Gardas ...................................Charleston Southern men’s golfer (1996-99)
Guy Norcott ..................................Coastal Carolina men’s soccer player (1989-92)
Kevin Pendley ................................Winthrop men’s golfer (1995-98)
Josh Pittman .................................UNC Asheville men’s basketball player (1994-98)

2011 CLASS
Jessica Falca .................................Coastal Carolina softball player (1996-99)
Elena Kisseleva ..............................Liberty women’s basketball player (1996-00)
Ty Wigginton .................................UNC Asheville baseball player (1996-98)

2012 CLASS
Jason Colson .................................Winthrop baseball player (1998-01)
Jerry Edwards ...............................Liberty Radio Broadcaster (1981-10)
Gregg Marshall ...............................Winthrop men’s basketball coach (1998-07)
Becky Morgan ................................UNC Greensboro women’s golfer (1994-97)
Jolene Williams ..............................Coastal Carolina women’s cross country/track athlete (1996-00)

The Big South Conference Hall of Fame was 
formed as part of the League’s 20th anniversary 
celebration in 2003-04.  Each year the Conference 
will induct up to eight (8) individuals into the Hall 
of Fame.

The Conference Hall of Fame is housed at the 
League Offi ce in Charlotte, N.C., and features 
historical timelines, images and artwork of the 
League’s accomplishments and achievements over 
the years, including All-Americans, Annual Cham-
pions and NCAA Championship successes, as well 
as each enshrinee’s plaque.

The inaugural class was inducted in May 2003 and 
consisted of 11 former student-athletes, coaches 
and administrators who were integral in the cre-
ation, development and early success of the Big 
South Conference. Inductees are enshrined as part 
of the League’s annual Spring Meetings.

The Big South Hall of Fame now boasts 49 mem-
bers. The Hall of Fame did not induct a class in 
2009 due to the League’s 25th Anniversary cel-
ebration during the 2008-09 campaign.
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